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Mary watched ...  

                with the eyes of her soul 

Mary listened … 

                with the ears of her spirit  

Mary reached out … 

                with a heart of compassion 

 

 

WE are called to do the same … 

 
 
 

 
Leader:  O God, in the fullness of time 

you called Mary to be the mother of Jesus.  
As we join together to celebrate  
the mystery of the Annunciation  

 – Mary’s entrance into the mystery of redemption –  
grant us the grace of opening our  lives 

to all that you would call us to be. 
 

Give us the mind and heart of Mary 
that we, too, may bear Christ to the world. 

Open us to see how we can magnify the Lord 
and rejoice in what God has done and continues to do for, in, and through us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Living Word.  Amen. 
 

 



Annunciation (Luke 1:26-38)  (A reading from “Miryam of Nazareth” by Ann Johnson) 

  
In those days when the people of Judea were oppressed 
During the reign of King Herod, in the town of Nazareth,  
There was a young woman named Mary 

 
In prayer Mary watched 
Eyes of her soul turned inward, she watched. 
Ears of her spirit stretched out, she watched. 
Watched for Yahweh in stillness. 

 
In awe Mary listened 
With the firm beat of her heart, she listened. 
With the deep stroke of her breath, she listened 
Listened for Yahweh in stillness. 
 
In the stillness Mary reached out. 
Mind alive, she reached out. 
Memory reflecting, she reached out. 
Inviting her God to inspire. 
 
The Word touched the core of her soul. 
Hearing, she stretched for the life source, 
Embracing the quickening call. 

 
A moment for reflection . . .  
(If you are praying with a group, you may like to share a word, insight, etc. after a moment of 
reflection.) 

 
Leader: 
 Forever in the life of humankind, people will sing of this loving encounter; through 
            remembering this moment, the faithful will know all things are possible in God. 
 Holy is the place within us where God lives.  God’s loving embrace reaches out from 
  age to age to touch the softened inner space of those who open their souls in hope 
 

Forever in the life of humankind, people will be called to “watch with the eyes of  
 their souls” like Mary did . . .  

 
Reader 1: 
           to see how the reign of God might break through  

to renew and transform  
 our dark and suffering world   



Reader 2: 
to see a God who still holds fast 

 to a vision of a world of peace 
 for a trembling world in pain . . .  

Pause for a moment to reflect how I am called to do the same. . . . . 
(You may like to share a word, insight, etc. after the pause) 
 

 

Leader:  
Forever in the life of humankind, people will be called to “listen with ears of their 
 spirits” like Mary did 

 

Reader 1: 
 to hear how children might again play 
 on the soil of warring countries,  
 on the streets of inner cities 
 where tanks and weapons  
 have left devastation and death 
 

Reader 2: 
 for the whisper of our God and how  

it might be spoken and heard 
 through cries and sirens  
 and the screams of victims of crime and abuse 
  

 Reader 1: 
 Called to listen with ears of our spirits – and follow 

so that nations might gather together  
 around the table of harmony  
 and make one united proclamation  
 of peace, of justice 
 for the good of all humankind, 
 for the preservation and sustainability of our Earth . . .  

Pause for a moment to reflect:  I am called to do the same. . . . . 
(You may like to share a word, insight, etc. after the pause) 
  
 

Leader:  
Forever in the life of humankind, people will be called to “reach out in compassion” 
 like Mary did 

 

Reader 2: 
so that black and white, nationalities, faith groups,  
people of opposing positions, may join together 

 and pledge peace and healing for the hatred or wall of apathy of the past 



Reader 1: 
 so that rich, poor and all in between might 
 embrace in understanding each other’s fears and tears,   

and unite in a voice for greater equitable distribution 
 of resources, privilege and power 

Pause for a moment to reflect:  I am called to do the same. . . . . 
(You may like to share a word, insight, etc. after the pause) 

 
Leader:   As we consider the example of Mary  

and hear how the challenges of our times 
beckon a similar response as Mary’s faithful “Yes!” –  
 

ALL: We are called –  
To watch ... with the eyes of our soul 
to listen … with the ears of our spirit 

to reach out … with a heart of compassion 
to our God who reaches out and asks us to share 

the dream of universal love, justice, peace, and wholeness 
 
Leader:  We celebrate the Word in each of our lives – its power, its challenge, its source of 
our communion with one another.   
 

Our “YES!” is the renewal of our commitment 
  
All: We are baptized into God’s life. We renew our promises to live the Gospel, and to carry 
forth mission of Jesus.  We do so, believing in a God who embraces us with love; trusting in 
the Companioning Presence.  
 
Leader:  Sisters of the Living Word and our Associates share a Gospel vision that is rooted 

in our spirit and mission: to reflect and affirm the Word in the world, to free the 
oppressed and to bring new life. 
 

Sisters of the Living Word renew their Religious vows:  
 

SLW:  We, the Sisters of the Living Word, recommit ourselves to follow Jesus and to 
serve the People of God through our vows of poverty, celibacy, and obedience – to 
love, to serve, to care.   
 

We are called to listen silently to the Word, and respond to it in faith and in openness to the 
Spirit; to be joyful witnesses and bearers of the Word. (SLW Constitutions #vi) 
 

“We understand our vows as a help toward maintaining a prophetic stance toward the 
world while at the same time committing us to the transformation of all things in Christ.” 
(SLW Constitutions #12) 



 

Leader:  Our Associates now renew their Commitment: 
 

Associates: We, Associates of the Sisters of the Living Word, joyfully renew our 
commitment to live the Gospel call as it is reflected 
in the charism and mission of the Sisters of the Living Word. 

 

 
Closing Prayer  

        ALL:         
Mary, bearer of the Light of the World, 

pray with us for wisdom and a hope-filled spirit. 
Pray that we may see clearly 

where the Light of your Son’s Word leads us, 
so that our response in faith may also be 

light and hope for the world. 
Pray for us, that our “Yes!” may lead us to 

to watch ... with the eyes of our soul 

to listen … with the ears of our spirit 

to reach out … with a heart of compassion 

and in so doing, to 
act justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with our God. 

Amen.  May it be so! 
 

 
Leader:  Let us go in the peace of God to continue living the Word! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


