
Some years ago Sister Rosaria wrote this reflection on her life: 

“Many years have passed since I grew up on a small farm west of Waconia, MN.  

Having been formed with a strong faith and trust in God from my dear parents, 

relatives and the Sisters in school, I was also gifted with a call to religious life at an 

early age.  Being one of seven children, and in a spirit of sacrifice, my parents’ 

encouraged and supported my desire to follow the call, enter religious life and 

become a teacher. 

After being a part of one community and serving in religious life, another call 

came in 1975 to enter into forming the new community of the Sisters of the Living 

Word.  That risk brought new life and many challenges.  After the ever continuous 

growth in prayer and the spiritual life, striving for a deeper relationship with 

Jesus, education remained my ministry for a total of 57 years. “ 

Sister Rosaria was teacher at St. Martha’s , Morton Grove for 9 years, and teacher 

of the blind and later principal of St. Raphael’s school in Englewood, Chicago.   On 

Easter Sunday, the President of the School Board said:  “Sister will be glorified for 

the work she did here with us for 22 years…we praise and thank God that we had 

Sister Rosaria to reveal Jesus …Thank you, Sister, for sharing yourself with us, 

because of you we know and love Jesus more.”  She then served at St. Mark’s 

Middle School in St. Paul, MN for the next 25 years.  She considered this call as “a 

gift and privilege to be working with the youth that will be our future leaders and 

living witnesses in the church and society.” 

She continued in her reflections: “Now that I have entered my diamond or 

starlight years of my life, there are many surprises that come each day to 

embrace a service of love in whatever way I am able.  I’m reaching out to the sick 

and elderly through Pastoral Care Ministry.  Beyond that, I work with our SLW 

Associates in MN, the new membership committee, care giving, supporting and 

building community, making phone calls, writing to individuals especially the 

lonely, sick and elderly.  The effort in making connections to uplift the spirits and 

healing of another on the journey is rewarding in so many ways.  To share the 

love God gives me is fulfilling on the journey.  The opportunities to listen, break 

open the Word, in little and big ways are many.  I strive at being open to the 

Spirit, being the Living Word, help free the oppressed and bring new life.” 



In 2016 Sister Rosaria returned to Chicago to spend her final years, while 

continuing her struggle with cancer.  Her gentle, peaceful yet assured  presence 

will be greatly missed by her Sisters, Associates and friends, the Living Word 

Center staff, and Resurrection Life Center staff. She only surrendered to the idea 

of hospice on the morning she passed away.  Ever faithful to her life of prayer and 

ministry, she still hoped to continue-- until she couldn’t.  Her witness to all of us 

of her joyful and dedicated life will always be a light for our journey. 


