
CELEBRATION OF CONSECRATED LIFE

     For many of us, if this day has any significance at all it may be in the childhood memory 
of Candlemas Day. The blessed candles were brought home to be burned during thunder 
storms and blizzards or other hazardous times. 
 
     This day is also called the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple. It recalls 
not only Mary and Joseph’s obedience to the Jewish law, but also the amazing words of 
Simeon and Anna, recognizing Jesus as the Messiah and the Light of the World. 

     And for the past 21 years, under the leadership of Pope John Paul II, Catholics 
throughout the world have called this the World Day of Consecrated Life.

     This is a day of celebration and renewed commitment for the whole Church. It is a call 
to those of us living a formally professed consecrated life to renew our dedication and our 
way of living the Gospel of Jesus. It is also a time to recognize that it is one way,  not the 
only way, to let Jesus, the Light of the World, shine through us to brighten the world we 
live in. 

     God’s loving Providence has guided the lives of consecrated religious in and through 
our choice to live in community with others who share this gift. Together we choose to 
show in our lives what Jesus lived and taught. In our human frailty we do not always live 
this ideal, but the compassionate love of Jesus strengthens us to keep on trying to live 
what we profess. We are grateful for the support and encouragement of all our married 
or single brothers and sisters who share our efforts as they live their own baptismal call to 
follow the Gospel message.

     More than fifty years ago the Catholic Church, through the Second Vatican Council, 
emphasized again the truth taught in the Gospels and in the letters of the apostles and 
early Christians. 

     God’s call to holiness is universal. Every baptized person is called and given the 
needed help to live what Jesus taught. In that sense we can say all of us are “consecrated 
persons.” Every one of us can hear Jesus sing to us, “Will you come and follow me if I but 
call your name?”
 
     Whether we are consecrated persons, married persons, or single persons, we are each 
called to bring the life and love of Jesus to the world we touch. One call is not better or 
holier than another. Each call is given with infinite love and eternal promise.  Today we 
gather to reflect on how we are living the invitation we have received and accepted.  That 
is the significance of this day in the life of each person present here.
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RENEWAL OF VOWS
Resurrection Life Center

Jesus, when I was baptized, others answered for me and you welcomed me 
as part of your Mystical Body, the Church. 

At that time you accepted my pledge to renounce all that could separate me 
from you. 

Through the years of my life you have been closer to me than the life–giving 
air I breathe. 

Today I look back in gratitude for the ways you have stayed with me, guided 
me, protected me. 

With eternal thanks for your compassionate love and mercy I renew my 
pledge—my vow—to show in my life what you lived and taught in your life. 

As a Christian and as a  Consecrated person I will let your light shine through 
me to give glory to Our Father in heaven. Amen.

Genevieve Shea, SLW
February 2, 2018


